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Biographical Sketch:

The Lithuanian Montessori Society of America was founded in 1958 by Professors Adomas and
Maria Varnas and Domicele Petrutis in Chicago, Illinois. Its goal was to promote the Montessori
Method of education and to provide full immersion in Lithuanian language and culture by
establishing Montessori schools in the Chicagoland area. The Lithuanian Montessori Children’s
Center opened in 1963, and the Žiburėlis Lithuanian Montessori School followed in 1983.
Žiburėlis Lithuanian Montessori School, located in Lemont, Illinois, is a full-immersion
Lithuanian preschool, with the goal of both fostering children’s education using the Montessori
Method and providing full immersion in the Lithuanian language and culture.

Scope and Content:

The Žiburėlis Lithuanian Montessori Collection consists of 6 linear feet and 5.5 linear inches
spanning the years 1960-2013. The collection contains official documents, newspaper clippings
and articles, government paperwork, photographs, and programs for the school’s annual
fundraiser.

Series Information

Series 1: General School Information, 1965-2011

This series contains general information such as tuition information, academic calendars,
attendance lists, lesson plans, articles on the Montessori method, fundraising information, and
official documents of the Lithuanian Montessori Society of America.



Series 2: Event Information and Documents, 1967-2013

This series contains programs, plans, budgets, film, and other memorabilia from various school
events and fundraisers. Most, but not all items, contain information regarding the annual fashion
show, the schools’ most lucrative fundraiser.

Series 3: Photographs, 1961-2011

This series contains photographs of students and events at the schools.

Series 4: Newspaper Clippings and Correspondence, 1957-2011

This series contains newspaper clippings and correspondence sent to and from the school.

Series 5: Miscellaneous, 1963-2008

This series contains books guestbooks, government documents, issues of Mūsų Vaikas, and other
miscellaneous documents.

Container List

Series 1: General School Information, 1972-2011

Box 1

“Vaikų Namelių Mokiniai”, 1980-1992                                                   1980-1992

“Žiburėlis Bromberek mokykloje”, 1983-1988                                        1983-1988

“Laiškaį pranešimiai”, 1983-1991                                                            1983-1991

“Vaikų Nameliai 1987-1988”, 1987-1988                                                1987-1988

“Vaikų Nameliai 1988-1989”, 1988-2006                                                1988-2006

“Vaikų Nameliai 1989-1990”, 1989-1990                                                1989-1990

“Vaikų Nameliai 1990-1991”, 1990-1991                                                 1990-1991

“Vaikų Nameliai 1991-1992”, 1991-1992                                                 1991-1992

“Žiburėlis 1983-1984”, 1983-1984                                                           1983-1984

“Žiburėlis 1988-1989”, 1988-1989                                                           1988-1989

Box 2

“Žiburėlis 1989-1990”, 1989-1990                                                           1989-1990



“Žiburėlis 1992-1993”, 1992-1993                                                           1992-1993

“Žiburėlis Suburban Lithuanian Montessori School”,                               1993-1994
1993-1994

“Žiburėlis ’95-‘96”, 1995-1996                                                                1995-1996

“Žiburėlis Montessori mokyklėlė”, 1996-1998                                        1996-1998

LMSA Guidelines, 1965-1971                                                                  1965-1971

Lithuanian Montessori Society of America Handbook,                            1992
January 16, 1992
(Handbook ALM draugija)

Red 1990-1991 binder, 1990-1991                                                            1990-1991

Red 1991-1992 binder, 1991-1992                                                            1991-1992

Black 1992-1993 binder, 1992-1993                                                         1992-1993

Box 3

“Kr. Vardo Vaikų Nameliai 1993-94”, 1993-1994                                   1993-1994

“Kr. Vardo Vaikų Nameliai 1994-95”, 1994-1995                                   1994-1995

“Laiškaį pranešimai”, 1991-1994                                                              1991-1994

“Žiburėlio pranešimai”, 1994-1996                                                           1994-1996

Personal binder of Maryte Kuciniene, 1992-1994                                     1992-1994

Gray binder, 1985-1989                                                                            1985-1989

LMSA By-Laws, 1990                                                                              1990

LMSA binder, 1991-1992                                                                         1991-1992

Žiburėlis Handbook, 1987-1988                                                               1987-1988

Žiburėlis Handbook, 1994-1995                                                               1994-1995

“Pranešimai 2001-02”, 1998-2002                                                            1998-2002

White 2008-2009 binder, 2008-2009                                                        2008-2009

“Žiburėlio Pranešimai 2010-2011”, 2010-2011                                        2010-2011



Series 2: Event Information and Documents, 1967-2013

Box 4

1987 Fashion Show Planning folder, 1986-1987                                       1986-1987

1988 Fashion Show Planning folder, 1987-1988                                       1987-1988

1991 Fashion Show Planning binder, 1990-1991                                      1990-1991

1992 Fashion Show Planning binder, 1991-1992                                      1991-1992

1993 Fashion Show Planning binder, 1992-1993                                      1992-1993

1994 Fashion Show Planning folder, 1993-1994                                       1993-1994

1995 Fashion Show Planning binder, 1994-1995                                      1994-1995

1996 Fashion Show Planning binder, 1995-1996                                      1995-1996

1997 Fashion Show Planning binder, 1996-1997                                      1996-1997

General Events Planning Binder, 1972-1979                                            1972-1979

Advertisement binder, 1991-1996                                                             1991-1996

Packet for Chicago International Folk Festival, 1985                               1985

Packet for 1986 fashion show, 1986                                                         1986

Packet for Children’s Picnic, 1981                                                           1981

Draft of article by Ona Daugirdiene, n.d.                                                 n.d.

Miscellaneous fashion show documents, 1991-1994                               1991-1994

“Madų Paroda” program, n.d.                                                                   n.d.

“Kalifornijos Svajonės” program, February 22, 1987                              1987

Skambėk, Pavasarėli! program, February 26, 1989                                  1989                          (10th

Annual Fashion Show)

Skambėk, Pavasarėli! program, February 25, 1990                                  1990                          (11th

Annual Fashion Show)

Skambėk, Pavasarėli! program, February 24, 1991                                   1991
(12th Annual Fashion Show)



2 Skambėk, Pavasarėli! programs, February 23, 1992                              1992
(13th Annual Fashion Show)

Skambėk, Pavasarėli! program, February 21, 1993                                  1993                          (14th

Annual Fashion Show)

2 Skambėk, Pavasarėli! programs, March 13, 1994                                  1994
(15th Annual Fashion Show)

2 Skambėk, Pavasarėli! programs, March 19, 1995                                  1995
(16th Annual Fashion Show)

Skambėk, Pavasarėli! program, March 17, 1996                                      1996
(17th Annual Fashion Show)

2 Skambėk, Pavasarėli! programs, March 16, 1997                                  1997
(18th Annual Fashion Show)

Skambėk, Pavasarėli! program, March 15, 1998                                       1998
(19th Annual Fashion Show)

2 “Little Shop of Horrors” programs, January 31, 2003                            2003

“Tango Vakaras” program, February 21, 2004                                          2004
(“Tango Night”)

2 “Juoda Balta” programs, April 8, 2006                                                  2006

2 “Ten toli ošia…” programs, April 14, 2007                                           2007

2 25th Anniversary Silver Stars Ball programs, April 12, 2008                2008

2 Žiburėlio fiesta programs, April 25, 2009                                             2009

2 “Suk Suk Ratelį” programs, April 17, 2010                                          2010

“Vakaras Tolimuosiuose Rytuose” program, April 10, 2011                   2011
(“An Evening in the Far East”)

2 “Žiburėlis” programs, 2011-2012                                                         2011-2012

2 30-ties metų Jubiliejinis Pokylis programs, April 20, 2013                 2013
(30th Anniversary)

Oak Park Camera Company film, n.d.                                                     n.d.

Montessori Kūčios film, 1980                                                                 1980



Commencement film. February 16, 1967                                               1967

Darbes klasėje film, 1967                                                                       1967

Unlabeled film, n.d.                                                                                n.d.

Montessori School Christmas VHS, 1989                                              1989

Series 3: Photographs, 1961-2011

Box 5

Miscellaneous, 1961-2000                                                                     1961-2000

Mass and fashion show, 1963                                                                1963

Red album, 1964-1976                                                                           1964-1976

PTA Meeting Photographs, 1965                                                           1965**

Pink crochet photo album, n.d.                                                               n.d.

Amerikos Lietuvių Montessori Draugijos                                              n.d.
pirmieji žingsmiai Cikagoje, n.d.

Chicago Montessori Conference, n.d.                                                    n.d.

Floral Photo Album, n.d.                                                                        n.d.

Yellow Photo Album, n.d.                                                                      n.d.

Red folder, n.d.                                                                                       n.d.

Vaikų Nameliai red album, n.d.                                                              n.d.

Blue Photo Album, n.d.                                                                          n.d.

Box 6

Pink Floral Album, n.d.                                                                          n.d.

Vaikų Namai, 1979-1980                                                                       1979-1980

Vaikų Namai, 1980-1982                                                                       1980-1982

Vaikų Namai, 1982-1983                                                                       1982-1983*

Vaikų Nameliai rytinė klasė, 1983-1984                                                1983-1984



Vaikų Nameliai popietinė klasė, 1983-1984                                          1983-1984

Vaikų Nameliai rytinė klasė, 1984-1985                                                1984-1985

Vaikų Nameliai popietinė klasė, 1984-1985                                          1984-1985

Vaikų Nameliai, 1985-1986                                                                   1985-1986

Vaikų Nameliai, 1986-1988                                                                   1986-1988

Vaikų Nameliai, 1989-1990                                                                   1989-1990

Vaikų Nameliai, 1991-1992                                                                   1991-1992*

Kodak box of slides, 1991                                                                      1991

Blue box of slides, October 1999                                                           1999

QualitySlides box of slides, n.d.                                                             n.d.

“Madų Paroda Martinique”, February 24, 1991                                     1991
(Fashion Show)

Fashion Show, February 21, 1993                                                          1993

Fashion Show, March 13, 1994                                                              1994

Box 7

“Žiburėlis 1988 Penktosios Metines”, 1988-1989                                 1988-1989

Student Photographs, 1994                                                                     1994

Žiburėlio vaikučiai, 1996-1997                                                              1996-1997

Žiburėlis, 1992-1996                                                                              1992-1996

Žiburėlis, 1995-1996                                                                              1995-1996

Žiburėlis (small), 1995-1996                                                                 1995-1996

Žiburėlis, 2000-2001                                                                              2000-2001

Žiburėlis, 2004-2005                                                                              2004-2005

Žiburėlis, 2005-2006                                                                              2005-2006

Žiburėlis, 2006-2007                                                                              2006-2007



Žiburėlis, 2007-2008                                                                              2007-2008

Classroom Photos, 1981-1982                                                               1981-1982

Classroom Photos, 1982-1983                                                               1982-1983

Classroom Photos, 1994-1995                                                                1994-1995

Classroom Photos, 1995-1996                                                                 1995-1996

Classroom Photos, 1997-1998                                                                 1997-1998

Classroom Photos, 1998-1999                                                                 1998-1999

Classroom Photos, 2001-2002                                                                 2001-2002

Classroom Photos, 2010-2011                                                                 2010-2011

Box 8

Classroom Photos, n.d.                                                                            n.d.

2 collages, n.d.                                                                                         n.d.

Series 4: Newspaper Clippings and Correspondence, 1957-2011

Box 9

Newspaper clippings, 1960-1961                                                           1960-1961

Newspaper clippings, 1961-1966                                                           1961-1966

Newspaper clippings, 1961-1969                                                           1961-1969

Newspaper clippings, 1961-2000                                                           1961-2000

Newspaper clippings, 1963-1965                                                           1963-1965

Newspaper clippings, 1965-1966                                                           1965-1966

Newspaper clippings, 1965-1969                                                           1965-1969

Newspaper clippings, 1966-1970                                                           1966-1970

Newspaper clippings, 1969-1971                                                           1969-1971

Newspaper clippings, 1972-2000                                                           1972-2000



Box 10

Newspaper clippings, 1976-1983                                                           1976-1983

Newspaper clippings, 1971-1996                                                           1971-1996

Newspaper clippings, 1984-1997                                                           1984-1997

Newspaper clippings, 1985-1987                                                           1985-1987

Newspaper clippings, 1987-1989                                                           1987-1989

Box 11

Montessori spaudoje, 1989-1992                                                           1989-1992

Newspaper clippings, 1991-1992                                                           1991-1992

Newspaper clippings, 1968-1998                                                           1968-1998

Scrapbook, 1960-1966                                                                            1960-1966

Montessori veikla, 1960-1966                                                                1960-1966

“Žinutės spaudoje apie: Montessori Vaikų Namus”, 1963-1969           1963-1969

Letters and newspaper clippings, 1974-1976                                         1974-1976

Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings, 1991-2011                                  1991-2011

Straipsniai, 1963-1996                                                                            1963-1996

Box 12

Correspondence, 1957-1961                                                                   1957-1961

Correspondence, 1960-1964                                                                   1960-1964

Correspondence, 1965-1966                                                                   1965-1966

Correspondence, 1967-1968                                                                   1967-1968

Correspondence, 1969-1972                                                                   1969-1972

Correspondence, 1972-1979                                                                   1972-1979

Correspondence, 1973-1975                                                                   1973-1975

Correspondence, 1975-1976                                                                   1975-1976



Correspondence, 1965-1972                                                                   1965-1972

Correspondence to Mrs. S Vaisvila, 1986-1988                                     1986-1988

Series 5: Miscellaneous, 1963-2008

Box 13

Handbook, 1979-1983                                                                            1979-1983

Handbook, 1984-1985                                                                            1984-1985

Handbook, 1985-1986                                                                            1985-1986

Handbook, 1986-1987                                                                            1986-1987

Handbook, 1987-1988                                                                            1987-1988

Guestbook, 1963-1979                                                                            1963-1979

Guestbook, 1980-1981                                                                            1980-1981

Guestbook, 1984-1986                                                                            1984-1986

Logo Designs, 1990                                                                                 1990

Historical Documents, 1964-1984                                                           1964-1984

Student Mishap folder, 1993-1994                                                          1993-1994

City of Chicago Department of Revenue folder, 1992-1995                  1992-1995

City of Chicago Inspections folder, 1964-1995                                      1964-1995

Break-In folder, 1992                                                                              1992

Fire Department folder, 1972-1993                                                        1972-1993

Miscellaneous Documents, 1990-1992                                                  1990-1992

Petrutis Fund documents, 1989-1990                                                    1989-1990

Mūsų Vaikas, 1986-1988                                                                      1986-1988

Žiburėlių Sekmadienis, 1987-1988                                                       1987-1988

Amerikos Lietuvių Montessori Draugija 1958-2008, 2008 2008

Biographical Information on Danutė Dirvonienė, n.d.                          n.d.



Board Meeting Minutes, November 19, 1982                                       1982

School Advertisement, n.d.                                                                   n.d.

Scholarship Committee Packet, 1990                                                  1990

Miscellaneous Teaching Aids, n.d.                                                      n.d.


